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Lectori Salutem!

The Medical and Health Science Center has been receiving foreign students since 1986 for 
training in general medicine, dentistry and pharmacy. Since 2003 a master course in Public 
Health is also running with students from different parts of the world (from Asia, Africa and 
Europe, as well). At present almost 1600 foreign students study at these programs. 

On the basis of accumulated experience and expertise of national and international staff 
members of the Faculty of Public Health BSc courses in Public Health and Physiotherapy for 
English speaking students were developed, accredited and launched by the year of 2010. 
These courses are traditionally among the most popular ones in the undergraduate pro-
grams of the University. The courses are based on the University’s highly trained, interna-
tionally competitive staff and excellent infrastructure in order to fulfill an international 
demand in health science training. If you choose one of these courses you will gain practical 
skills which will stay with you for life. After completing the BSc program, you may continue 
the studies in the MSc in Public Health or MSc in Complex Rehabilitation courses. The doc-
toral program on Health Sciences accepts students who want to get PhD degree. 

Both faculty members and the administrative staff of the University have several years of 
experience in training and guiding students from abroad in English language. The well-
trained and enthusiastic staff of the Faculty of Public Health is dedicated to tutorial work, to 
sharing and discussing ideas. As the majority of them received their MSc or PhD degree at 
leading European universities, they comprehend not only the global issues of public health, 
but the experience and difficulties of studying abroad as well. Among the walls the Faculty 
of Public Health offer to its students a rich variety of learning experience and lively student 
life. 

Róza Ádány MD PhD DSc
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BSc in Public Health

The aim of the program

The aim of the BSc in Public Health course is to give a solid knowledge of the discipline so as to understand the basic concepts 
of public health and to be able to advise solutions for the challenges.

What will you be studying?

1st and 2nd semester
Chemistry, Ecology, Basics of Informatics, Psychology, Communication, Bioethics, First Aid, Hungarian Language, Introduc-
tion to Nursing and Clinical Medicine, Physical Education I., Sociology, Introduction to Public Health, Cell Biology, Medical 
Latin, Basic Anatomy, Biostatistics, Health (& Library) Informatics I., Genetics and Molecular Biology, Basics of Pedagogy, 
Health Sociology, Optional subjects, Elective subjects

3rd and 4th semester 
Introduction to Law I-II., Health (& Library) Informatics II., Physiology, Health Psychology, Basic Microbiology I-II., Public 
Health Medicine I-II., Basic Epidemiology, Biochemistry, Environmental Health, Epidemiology of Communicable and Non-
communicable Diseases I., Optional subjects, Elective subjects

5th and 6th semester 
Pharmacology, Basics in Health Promotion and Policy, Immunology, Public Health Medicine III-IV., Epidemiology of Com-
municable and Non-communicable Diseases II., Occupational Health, Health Care Law I-II., Field and Laboratory Practice I., 
Public Health Related Questions of the Young, Basics of Quality Assurance, Optional subjects, Elective subjects

7th and 8th semester 
Health Promotion, Nutritional Health and Food Safety, Health Care Law III-IV., Field and Laboratory Practice II-III., Health 
Management, Optional subjects, Elective subjects, Thesis I-II.
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Fact file

Qualification: Bachelor of Science (BSc) in Public Health
Entry requirements: secondary school certificate or senior high school diploma
Course length: 8 semesters (On the basis of individual study the course can be
completed in 7 semesters)
Credits: 240 credits



Postgraduate opportunities

The University of Debrecen offers a lot of internationally 
competitive master courses among them the MSc in Public 
Health course in English. A new MSc course in Complex 
Rehabilitation will be launched also for English-speaking 
students.

Career

Public Health is a rapidly expanding field worldwide. The 
degree will open up a range of career opportunities through-
out the world. It therefore provides a base from which to 
proceed to a career in a wide range of health-related occu-
pations or research.

Career opportunities
» health services, employment in surveillance, health pro-

motion and/or enviromental health among other areas
» public health and related agencies such as cancer regis-

tries, food safety authorities, disease screening s
» community development
» international aid agencies
» the private sector with the pharmaceutical industry and 

management consultancies
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BSc in Physiotherapy

The aim of the program

The curriculum of BSc in Physiotherapy Program is aimed 
to prepare students for the prevention, medication and 
rehabilitation of movement system disorders and other dis-
eases using the therapeutic tools of physiotherapy.

What will you be studying?

1st and 2nd semester
Biophysics, Cell Biology, Genetics and Molecular Biology, 
Anatomy, Immunology, Microbiology, First Aid, General 
Principles in Health Care and Nursing, Basics of Physiotherapy, Basics of Informatics, Medical Latin, Bioethics, Psychology, 
Communication, Philosophy, Biomechanics, Kinesiology, Respiratory Rehabilitation Practice, Elective subjects

3rd and 4th semester
Basic Physiology, Cardiorespiratory and Exercise Physiology, Applied Training Methods, Neurophysiology, Kinesiology, Mobi-
lization-Manual Techniques I, Electro-, Balneo-, Hydro- and Climatotherapy, Pathology, Internal Medicine for Physiotherapists, 
Gerontology, Sociology, Basics of Research Methodology, Health and Library Informatics, Kinesiology Practice (summer course), 
Biochemistry, Basics of Health Sciences, Introduction to Clinical Medicine Practice, Elective subjects

5th and 6th semester
Pharmacology, Mobilization-Manual Techniques II, Internal Medicine for Physiotherapists III, Obstetrics and Gynaecology for 
Physiotherapists I, Orthopaedics for Physiotherapists, Rheumatology for Physiotherapists, Traumatology and Intensive Therapy 
for Physiotherapists I, Radiology, Professional Orientation, Health Care Law, Internal Medicine (summer courses), Diatetics, 
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Fact file

Qualification: Bachelor of Science (BSc) in Physiotherapy
Entry requirements: secondary school certificate or senior high school diploma
Course length: 8 semesters (On the basis of individual study the course can be
completed in 7 semesters)
Credits: 240 credits



Neurology for Physiotherapists, Preventive Medicine and 
Public Health, Infant Care and Pediatrics for Physiothera-
pists, Physiotherapy of the Movement System, Elective sub-
jects

7th and 8th semester
Infant Care and Paediatrics for Physiotherapists, Traumatol-
ogy and Intensive Therapy for Physiotherapists, Psychiatry 
for Physiotherapists, Rehabilitation, Neurology, Orthopae-
dics, Rehabilitation Practice, Traumatology Practice, Ortho-
paedics Practice, Economics, Introduction to Management, 
Reumatology Practice, Neurology Practice, Internal Medicine 
Practice, Thesis work, Elective subjects

Postgraduate opportunities

The University of Debrecen offers a lot of internationally 
competitive master courses among them the MSc in Public 
Health course in English. A new MSc course in Complex 
Rehabilitation will be launched also for English-speaking 
students.

Career

Physiotherapy is a prospering profession worldwide. The 
degree will open up a range of career opportunities through-
out the world. It therefore provides a base from which to 
proceed to a career in a wide range of health-related occu-
pations or research.

Career opportunities
» health services, providing therapy and rehabilitation in the broad scale of diseases
» institutions offering balneo- and hydrotherapy
» home care, private sector
» the field of prevention
» and other health-care related fields
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MSc in Public Health

The aim of the MSc in Public Health course is to train specialists who are capable to monitor health of the society, identify, 
evaluate and prioritize public health problems, as well as, to plan targeted public health interventions and properly control their 
implementations.
The objective of the MSc course in Public Health is to equip those who have completed their studies with knowledge and skills for
monitoring the health status of population;  analysing the factors influencing the health status of populations; exploring and 
prioritising health needs and demands; drafting local, regional and national health policy aimed at solving public health prob-
lems; planning and organising services to promote health, prevent and treat diseases based on the needs of the target population; 
implementing and managing health-promoting and disease-preventing interventions, and finally analysing and evaluating the 
effectiveness of those services and interventions. Specialists who have completed their studies will have thorough knowledge in 
epidemiology, health promotion, health management and health policy.

Program of the MSc in Public Health course
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Basic subjects
Biostatistics and Epidemiology (16 credits)
Modern Statistical Methods; Epidemiological Surveys and 
Statistical Analysis in Public Health Practice; Clinical Epi-
demiology
Basics of Informatics (2 credits); Health Informatics (2 credits)

Professional subjects
Health Policy (8 credits)
Operation and Management of Health Systems; Public 
Health Surveillance in the European Union; Health Eco-
nomics
Health Promotion (11 credits)
Health Promotion and Practice; Methods and Practice of 
Building Professional and Public Relations

Environmental Health (11 credits)
Environmental Risk Assessment, Management and Com-
munication; Occupational Health; Radiation Health; Envi-
ronmental Protection
Health Management (6 credits); Public Health in Developed 
Countries (5 credits); Public Health in Developing Countries 
(5 credits)

Optional subjects
Nutritional Health (4 credits); Clinical Epidemiology (4 cred-
its); Public Health Problems of the Disadvantaged Population (4 
credits); Epidemiological Study Design (4 credits); Health 
Economics (4 credits); Occupational Health (4 credits)

Elective subjects (2 credits)
Thesis work (12 credits)

Fact file

Qualification: Master of Science (MSc) in Public Health
Entry requirements: university or college degree (MD, MSc, MA, BSc, BA or
equivalent)
Course length: 2 semesters for MSc-graduates, 3 semesters for BSc-graduates
Credits: 90 credits



MSc in Complex Rehabilitation

The aim of the MSc in Complex Rehabilitation course is to train experts who will be able to effectively facilitate social inclusion 
for individuals and targeted communities / groups in health, social, educational and occupational rehabilitation after acquiring 
multi-disciplinary knowledge. In addition, they will be sufficiently prepared to measure, evaluate, represent and correct the 
results of the rehabilitation activities.
The experts in Complex Rehabilitation will be competent in all areas of health rehabilitation to coordinate services, patient 
management, the activities of rehabilitation providers, supply development, and to measure the effectiveness of rehabilitation, 
to carry out research activities on which practice is based. 

Fact file

Qualification: Master of Science (MSc) in Complex Rehabilitation
Entry requirements: university or college degree (equivalent BSc, BA, MSc, MA 
or MD degree)
Course length: 4 semesters
Credits: 120 credits

Programme of the MSc in Complex Rehabilitation

Basic subjects
Basics in rehabilitation; Biostatistics and Epidemiology; Health 
promotion; Basics ethics and legal issues in rehabilitation

Professional subjects
Public health; System of the service in rehabilitation I: Main 
fields in rehabilitation medicine; Basics in behavioral sci-
ences I. Introduction; Basics in behavioral sciences II. The 
role of team work in rehabilitation; Causal relations in clin-
ical sciences I. Planning of clinical research; The relation 
of prevention and rehabilitation to health and disability; 
Research methods and planning in rehabilitation; Causal 
relations in clinical sciences II. Public health genomics; 
Health risk assessment, treatment and communication in 
rehabilitation; Evidences in rehabilitation: critical appraisal 
of the literature;  System of service in rehabilitation II: The 
practice of quality in rehabilitation; Practice (3 weeks)

Specialized professional subjects
Theory and practice in quality of life; The impact of employ-
ment in rehabilitation. Theory and practice of complex 
rehabilitation; Rehabilitation research project planning, 
management and evaluation; Social issues: Methods and 
practice of building professional and public relations; Cog-
nitive evaluation. Health psychology; Public health prob-
lems in disadvantaged population; Supportive relations and 
optional methods of psychotherapy; Public health nutri-
tion; Stroke care with special emphasis on the assessment 
and treatment of spasticity; Pedagogical and social approach 
to the rehabilitation; Basics ergonomy

Elective subjects

Thesis

9



European Master in Public Health
Program of the Association of Schools of Public Health in the European Region

The School of Public Health is a member of the Association of Schools of Public Health in the European Region. The ASPHER 
has launched training for a joint European public health degree from the academic year 2001. This degree course, offering a 
“European Master in Public Health” (EMPH) degree is conferred by the home institution of the student, certifying the acquisi-
tion of a ‘European’ competence.

The curriculum requires the completion of at least 20% of subjects with a ‘European’ dimension. It also requires the student 
to undertake a significant period of study, estimated at a minimum of 20% of the course time, to be carried out in another 
European country with a different official language from the country of origin.

Members of the European Training Network ready to receive students of the School of Public Health of Debrecen applying to 
this program are the following:

» University of Aarhus, Faculty of Health Sciences, Aarhus, Denmark
» University of Copenhagen, Institute of Public Health, Denmark
» Heinrich-Heine-University, Institute of Medical Sociology, Düsseldorf, Germany
» Akademie für Öffentliches Gesundheitswesen, Düsseldorf, Germany
» Ludwig Maximilians Universität, Institute for Medical Informatics Biometry and Epidemiology, Münich, Germany
» Centre for Training and Research in Public Health (CEFPAS), Caltanissetta, Italy
» Jagiellonian University, Institute of Public Health, Collegium Medicum, Krakow, Poland
» Escuela Andaluza de Salud Publica, Granada, Spain
» Netherlands School of Public & Occupational Health, Amsterdam, The Netherlands
» Universitätslehrgang Public Health, Graz, Austria
» School of Public Health, Institute of Social Medicine, Belgrade, Serbia
» School of Public Health, Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Bielefeld, Bielefeld, Germany

For more information please visit the ASPHER website (www.aspher.org).
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Staff of the Faculty

Full time faculty members
Number of full time staff members of the Faculty of Public 
Health is more than 80. The majority of them possess scien-
tific degree (at least PhD). Many of the staff members par-
ticipated in postgraduate trainings in various fields of public 
health at leading European or American universities.

Invited lecturers

» from Hungary

The teaching staff of the School has been recruited on a 
national basis: distinguished lecturers of other universi-
ties as well as leading experts from national institutes 
of public health participate in the programs in order to 
ensure the highest quality of training. 

» from abroad

Leading experts of European public health are invited lecturers of the School and members of its Advisory Board.
— Martin McKee professor, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, London, UK
— Anders Foldspang professor, Director of the Master in Public Health program, University of Aarhus, Denmark
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Academic facilities of the Faculty of Public Health

The School of Public Health operates in a refurbished, century-old building and in the brand-new building of the Department 
of Preventive Medicine at the new campus of the university. Latest technical facilities ensure the background of modern public 
health education of the highest quality.

Library services
The School of Public Health has a library with nearly 4,000 
books in different topics (public health, management, epi-
demiology, social medicine), and 69 Hungarian and foreign 
medical periodicals. 18 of these periodicals can be found 
only in this library in the country.

Computing services
Two computer rooms with 44 PCs help the education in the 
School. Access to the internet is provided for all students. 
After the lessons students have the opportunity for individ-
ual learning with the use of library and computer rooms.

Laboratories
Environmental health and genetic epidemiology laborato-
ries of the Department of Preventive Medicine are equipped 
with gas-chromatograph/mass spectrometer (GC/MS) and 
latest molecular biology-instruments (FISH/CGH worksta-
tion, DNA sequence analyser, quantitative PCR equipment, 
DNA microarray scanner, DNA microgel electrophoresis 
system).
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The University of Debrecen
(www.unideb.hu)

The University of Debrecen, like other integrated institu-
tions of higher education in the country, was formed on 
January 1, 2000 by (re)uniting formerly independent insti-
tutions. Its historical roots reach back to the foundation of 
the Reformed College of Debrecen (1538), whose three aca-
demic sections later served as the base for the Hungarian 
Royal University of Sciences, created by Statute no. 36 in 
1912. With this past of more than 450 years, the University 
of Debrecen is the oldest institution of higher education in 
continuous operation in Hungary based in the same city.
The University of Debrecen has a student body of 33,000. 
More than 1600 instructors teach at the University, making 
it one of the largest higher education institutions in Hunga-
ry. Its 15 faculties, and 25 doctoral schools undoubtedly 
offer the widest choice of majors and other forms of train-
ing.

The University responds flexibly to society’s challenges and 
needs, serves as the regional economic centre, networking 
between the business community and local and central gov-
ernmants, and it is becoming the intellectual capital of East-
ern Hungary with strong links to the close-by regions of 
neighbouring countries.

Library facilities
The Kenézy Library of the Medical and Health Science Centre (http://kenezy.lib.unideb.hu/) and the University and National 
Library of the University ensure all library facilities necessary to the studies at any faculty. Internet based electronic catalogue 
system helps the work of students and faculty members.
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Court of Honour of the University

Main building of the University of Debrecen



The city of Debrecen

Debrecen is the second largest 
city in Hungary, the scientific, 
cultural centre of the eastern 
part of the country. It has about 
207,000 citizens. For long the 
city has been the stronghold of 
Protestantism, which is why 
Debrecen is often called the cal-
vinist Rome.

How to get to Debrecen
The easiest way to get to Debrecen is by train. Intercity (IC) trains depart in 
every two hours between Debrecen and Budapest in both direction. Seat reser-
vation is required. Up-to-date timetable is downloadable from the Internet 
(www.elvira.hu). When travelling by car from Budapest one should take Motor-
way No3 or 4.

Do you know that Debrecen is the city of festivals?
It has a wide range of festivals, for all kind of age group, not 
even national but international as well. The Debrecen Car-
nival of flowers, the Debrecen Jazz Days, the Béla Bartók 
International Choir Competition, the International Theatre 
Festival, the International Agricultural and Food Industry 
Trade Fair etc. are known all over the world.

Do you know that the city of Debrecen is the gate of East?
Debrecen is the country town of Hajdú-Bihar county, regional centre of the North-East part of Hungary. Because of the ideal 
local conditions Debrecen is the economical, educational, trading, cultural and health service centre of the region, even beyond 
the borders.
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Carnival of flowers

The Debrecen Competition Swimming Pool is 
in the vicinity of the Campus

Kölcsey Conference Centre

Piac street (the main street of Debrecen) and 
the Big Church



Culture and entertainment
As the second largest city of 
Hungary, Debrecen has a wide 
range of opportinities of social 
programs. Csokonai Theatre, 
Déri Museum, Museum of Con-
temporary Arts, temporary exhi-
bitions and festivals are waiting 
for those who are interested in 
art, history and traditions of 
Hungary and the region.

A lot of sport centres and swimming pools of the University and the city ensure facilities of most kinds of sport. The Swimming 
Pool of the City of Debrecen is located close to the University Campus. In addition the School is in the intimate vicinity of one 
of the largest sport and cultural stadiums of Hungary, the Phoenix Hall.

Do you know that Debrecen is famous for its spa and thermal bath
and that thousands take advantege of it in the „Great Forest”, the ancient park 
where numerous recreational and entertainment facilities cater to you a few 
minutes from the city centre?

Do you know that being a university town, Debrecen has an exciting student-life?
Plenty of cinemas and University-club operate in the city, different types of 
reastaurants (Chinese, Japanese, Indian, Italian, Spanish etc.) are offering their 
national and international cuisine, severeal clubs are waiting for their guests.

Debrecen and the neighbouring
Hajdúszoboszló are famous for their thermal baths, attract-
ing thousands of foreign tourists every year. The region of 
Debrecen is also widely known for one of the most visited 
attractions of Hungary, the Hortobagy National Park, which 
is part of the Unesco World Heritage Sites.
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General information

Duration of training, calendar of education
The BSc courses start in September, and can be completed in 8 semesters. (On the basis of individual study the courses can be 
completed in 7 semesters).
The MSc course can be completed in 12 months full time by those who have MSc degree or equivalent. The duration of training 
is 18 months for those who have BSc degrees and want to receive MSc in Public Health. The course starts at the beginning of 
October. All subjects are taught in lesson blocks that last from 1 to 4 weeks depending on the number of hours. Between blocks 
time is ensured for individual revision with the use of the library and IT facilities.

Language requirements
Language of the courses is English, therefore it is essential to speak and write English fluently. 

How to apply to the English programs of the Faculty of Public Health? 
Application forms are attached to this booklet and can be downloaded from the Faculty’s homepage: www.nk.unideb.hu

The following documents are to be attached to the application form:
» a secondary school certificate or senior high school diploma in case of application for BSc courses, a copy of diploma in 

case of application for MSc course (English or Hungarian official translation is required)
» financial statement verifying that the applicant or his/her sponsor has adequate financial resources to cover the applicant’s 

tuition fees and living expenses for the whole course of his/her studies in Debrecen, Hungary
» short curriculum vitae
» copies of relevant pages of passport
» 4 recent photos
» a cheque of 150 USD non-refundable registration fee
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All above mentioned documents are required to send to:
University of Debrecen
International Educational Center
H-4012 Debrecen, PO Box 48, Hungary
Phone: +36 52 258 051, +36 52 258 052 • Fax: +36 52 414 013
E-mail: info@edu.unideb.hu
Web: www.edu.dote.hu

Further information can be required from the above men-
tioned addresses or:

University of Debrecen
Faculty of Public Health, Educational Office
Hungary
H-4028 Debrecen
Kassai út 26/b
Phone: +36 52 460 190 extension 77417 • Fax: +36 52 460 
195 • E-mail: info@sph.dote.hu
Web: www.nk.unideb.hu

If the applicant meets the entry requirements the University 
will inform him/her about all necessary steps in due time.

Deadline application for BSc in Public Health and BSc in 
Physiotherapy, as well as for MSc in Complex Rehabilitation 
and MSc in Public Health: 31 May. 

Tuition fee:

Registration fee: 150 USD (non refundable)

MSc course: 8 500 USD/year (including students’ handbooks, use of library and IT facilities)
BSc courses: 6 500 USD/year (including students’ handbooks, use of library and IT facilities)

Tuition fee for students graduated from the University of Debrecen and want to receive MSc degree is 6 500 USD/year.
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Fellowship

Applicants are strongly encouraged to apply for fellowship to different grant institutions/foundations (OSI, Rotary etc.)

Cost of living (informative prices)

Accommodation: 30,000-80,000 HUF/month (130-370 USD) (rent)
Overhead: 30,000 HUF/month (130 USD)
Subsistence: 60,000 HUF/month (280 USD)

University of Debrecen  –  Kassai Campus
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Buildings of the Faculty of Public Health 
  1. Department of Preventive Medicine
  2. School of Public Health 
  3. Department of Physiotherapy 

  4. Social Sciences Library
  5. Faculty of Economics and 
       Business Administration
  6. The Faculty of Law
  7. Campus Hotel
  8. Lovarda
  9. Directorate General of Finances
10. Centre of Arts, Humanities and
        Sciences Financial Directorate

University of Debrecen Medical and Health Science Center Faculty of Public Health
4028 Debrecen, Kassai Street 26. – 4012 Debrecen, P.O.Box 9

Tel.:  +36 52 460 194 – www.nk.unideb.hu
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APPLICATION FORM

Year (when you would like to begin your studies):

The course you would like to apply for:   BSc in Public Health ☐ BSc in Physiotherapy ☐ MSc in Public Health ☐
Mr ☐   Ms ☐   Mrs ☐   Dr ☐
Surname:

Given name:

Mother’s maiden name:

Date of birth (yyyy/mm/dd):    Place of birth:   Sex:   M ☐ F ☐
Mailing address:

Postal code:      City:

Country:      Nationality:

Phone:       Fax:

E-mail:

Education (highest degree):

Permanent address:

Postal code:      City:

Country:

Organisation you are employed with:

Department:

Present position:

Address:

Postal code:      City:

Country:

Phone:       Fax:

Done at:   Date:    Signature:



APPLICATION FORM

Please complete this form with block capitals and send it back to:

University of Debrecen,
International Educational Center 

H-4012 Debrecen, PO Box 48, Hungary

not later than 31 May

Checklist:
• a secondary school certificate or senior high school diploma in case of application for BSc courses, a copy of 

diploma in case of application for MSc course (English or Hungarian official translation is required)
• financial statement verifying that the applicant or his/her sponsor has adequate financial resources to cover the 

applicant’s tuition fees and living expenses for the whole course of his/her studies in Debrecen, Hungary
• short curriculum vitae
• copies of relevant pages of passport
• 4 recent photos
• a cheque of 150 USD non-refundable registration fee


